The Honourable Christine Elliott, MPP
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor
Toronto, ON, M7A 2J3

[DATE]

Minister Elliott,

I am writing to you in support of the Alzheimer Society of Ontario’s 2020 pre-Budget submission, on behalf of all those in [riding name] affected by dementia.

Over 240,000 Ontarians live with dementia today, a number that is expected to double within the next twenty years.  Urgent and innovative action is needed to ensure our health and long-term care systems are properly equipped to provide compassionate care, when and where it is needed.

With proper community supports, people with dementia are able to continue living at home—where they want to be. But these supports aren’t always available, and often have wait lists stretching past 4, 5, or even 6 months. This places unfair emotional, physical, and financial stress on caregivers, who burn out and reach a crisis point. When this happens, many have no place to turn other than a hospital or long-term care facility—an expensive option for our health-care system.

The Alzheimer Society has presented four recommendations for this year’s provincial Budget:

1. Invest an additional $1.55 million in First Link® Care Navigation for a total investment of $4.76 million, supporting 5,000 more people living with dementia and caregivers.
2. Create a dedicated funding stream for dementia-specific respite services, including a targeted stream to improve access where demand for services surpasses availability.
3. Fully implement recommendation 21 of the Public Inquiry into the Safety and Security of Residents in the Long-Term Care Homes System.
4. Dedicate $4 million to providing the Alzheimer Society’s U-First!® training in long-term care facilities across the province.

Each of these recommendations would mark a positive step in building a more dementia-friendly Ontario.  I join the Alzheimer Society in calling for a provincial Budget that invests in efficient, compassionate care and support for people living with dementia and their care partners.

Yours most sincerely,



[MPP Name]
Member of Provincial Parliament, [riding name]

Cc: The Honourable Merrilee Fullerton, Minister of Long-Term Care
The Honourable Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance
